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July 29, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 

By now, you have no doubt seen the updated CDC and SCDHEC recommendations 

regarding masking indoors for both vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals. These 

recommendations have changed because the virus is changing, and the delta variant 

is now the dominant strain. This week, new scientific information showed that those of us 

who are vaccinated and still get infected could pass COVID on to others. This was not 

the case with the original strain but is the case with the delta variant. In South Carolina, 

COVID 19 transmission is rising and considered "Substantial". 

This variant is at least twice as infectious as the strains that were circulating last year 

and, as more older folks are getting vaccinated, the population that it is affecting is 

becoming increasingly younger.  It remains to be seen if it creates more severe 

infections.  Kids under 12 are still ineligible for the vaccine. The virus takes the path of 

least resistance, in this case the unvaccinated, including kids under 12. Breakthrough 

infections (infections that occur after someone is fully vaccinated) are rising.  The 

vaccine doesn’t necessarily prevent infection (it was never touted as being able to do 

that), but it does help prevent severe infection, hospitalization, and death.  In fact, 97% 

of all hospitalized patients in the US have not been vaccinated, including an increasing 

number of children. 

 

Each time someone is infected, it’s like rolling thousands of genetic dice and seeing 

what combination comes out.  Some combinations will make the virus weaker while 

others will make it stronger.   Preventing infections is really the only way to stop these 

variants from emerging and taking hold. While less than half of South Carolinians have 

been vaccinated, there have been hundreds of millions of people around the world 

who have safely received the COVID vaccine with very few side effects. We know that 

masking and receiving the vaccination are effective ways to prevent the spread of 

COVID 19. As a worshipping community, let's do what we can to protect each other. 

 

Elisha Brownfield (Clyburn), MD 
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